Viereck Denies 
He Willfully 
Hid Activities 
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:f By Aciele Bernstein 

(fos^ taO Writer 

Again denying specific Govern- 
ment charges that his political 
activities in behalf of the German 
government were “wilfully” con- 
cealed from the State Department. 
George Sylvester Viereck yesterday 
took the witness stand for a second 
time to assert that his work “for 
the cause of isolationism’’ was done 
“purely on my own.’' 

Under this heading, the defend- 
ant volubly described such mat- 
ters as his relationship with Dr. 
Hans Borchers, German consul gen- 
eral in New York; Prescott Denhett, 
now awaiting trial under a Federal 
indictment for ^conspiracy to com- 
mit’ sedition among members of the 
armed forces, and to whose Make 
Europje Pay War Debts Committee 
he contributed “perhaps as much as 
$5000” of “my own money”; the 
late Senator Ernest Lundeen and 
Representative Hamilton Fish, and 
the • publishing firm of Flanders 
Hall, which put out numerous books | 
allegedly bdsed on material sent I 
from Berlin. ; 
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Adm its vBig Loss 

. ^ Viereck admittedly sank $22,500 
in this publisliing venture, getting 
i a^'return of about ‘^$4500 on his in- 
Vestnieni' "v before '^ c shbpj 

shortly -before Pearl Harbor. It 
was a - business venture, he' de- 
clai’ed, frorti ' which he hoped to 
■make money. 

Considerably more at ease this 
time, Viereck seemed, eager to elab- 
orate on his congressional connec- 
tions and theii’ mutual concern with 
the problem of keeping America out 
of war. At the behest of vSpecial 
Assistant to the Attorney General 
George A. McNulty, however, De- 
fense Counsel Leo A. Rover urged 
him to brevity. 


His friendship with Senator Liin- 
deen dated back to the first World 
Waf^ Viereck said, and they shared 
the view that this country should 
be “as strong as possible” but 
should keep out of other coun- 
tries’ affairs.” He admitted freely, 
however, that “everyone” knew of 
his own work for a Munich news- 
paper and the German Library of 
Information, an arm of the Propa- 
ganda Ministry in Berlin. 


‘News Letters Read 

Prosecution and defense alter - 1 
nated in reading aloud to the jury, 
sections from Viereck’s “news let- 
ters” to his Munick editor, many of 
which were addressed to German 
Ambassador Diekhoff for the pur- 
pose, the defense insists, of evad- 
ing the British censors. The Gov- 
ernment maintains that these re- 
ports on American public opinion 
piior to the war were actually 
meant for the German Foreign 
Office.. 

One report, dated Api’il 10, 1940, 
complained of Dorothy Thomp- | 
son’s presence in Italy and the 
:;pj:olmbility , that , sh^, would, write t 
about the “weakness” of Italian 
i^conolfty. The^acti^^ of Clare I 
Boothe Luce also would “bear I 
watching” while she was in Europe 
Ihejeport “Shb is the author 
Of that ppispnous play, ‘Margin for 
ErroiV \vhich is stiir running on 
Broadway,” Viereck wrote. 

-As examples of “the excellent 
material to be found in the Con- 
gressional Record,” Viereck re- 
ported to his superior that he was 
sending .speeches by Represenla- ^ 
lives Hamilton Fish and Jacob' 
Thorkelsen. He also noted in a 
dispatch that the Munich new.s- 
paper for which he worked had re- 
printed a speech by Charles A 
Lindbefgh. 

Viereck faces a return to .the 
Witness stand today, when he will 
he cross-examined by the prosecu- 
tion. Barring “unforeseen delays ” 
the case is expected to be in ‘tlie 
hands of the jury by tomorrow 
morning. 



